Patient perception of physician reimbursement in elective shoulder surgery.
A previous study revealed that patients perceived physician reimbursement to be much higher than current Medicare schedules for hip and knee replacement. The purpose of this study was to evaluate patient perception of surgeon reimbursement for total shoulder replacement (TSA) and rotator cuff repair (RCR). The study surveyed 250 patients. Patients were asked what they believe a surgeon should be reimbursed for performing TSA and RCR. Patients were then asked to estimate what Medicare reimbursed for each of these procedures. We then revealed the Medicare reimbursement rate for TSA and RCR, and patients were asked to comment. Finally, patients were asked whether surgeons with advanced shoulder training should receive additional payments. Patients thought that surgeons should receive $13,178 for TSA and $8459 for RCR. Patients estimated actual Medicare reimbursement was $7177 for TSA and $4692 for RCR. Eighty percent of patients stated that Medicare reimbursement was too low for TSA, 75% thought that payment for RCR was lower than what it should be. Less than 1% of patients felt that it was higher than it should be. A total of 87% of patients thought that surgeons with advanced shoulder training should be reimbursed at a higher rate. Patients perceived the values of TSA and RCR were much higher than current Medicare schedules. This is in agreement with prior surveys. Continued decreases in Medicare reimbursements may force surgeons to not participate in Medicare and create a potential access issue. Further investigation should focus on identifying how many surgeons may opt out.